ELKHORN PUBLIC SCHOOLS FOUNDATION
COMPLETES TEAM CAMPAIGN

Elkhorn, NE: Thursday, October 11, 2012
The Elkhorn Public Schools Foundation recently completed its annual TEAM (Together Employees Add More) campaign, where a record-breaking 80% of Elkhorn Public Schools employees generously gave back over $24,000 to the Foundation.   Over 600 district employees embraced the TEAM campaign’s school-bus theme this year by donating and “Getting on the Bus” with the Foundation.
Donors may designate their contributions toward specific Foundation programs; including scholarships, classroom grants, and teacher tuition reimbursement.  All donations to the Foundation support Elkhorn Public Schools. “All donations are very much appreciated and truly help support these essential programs benefiting the Elkhorn Public Schools, our students, and staff!  Thank you for your amazing generosity and for ‘Getting on the Bus’ with the Foundation,” said Stacey Falk, Executive Director of the Foundation.
Skyline Elementary was the first of seven schools to achieve 100% of staff participating in the campaign.  Skyline Principal Jan Peterson states, “The Skyline family truly appreciates the support of the Elkhorn Public Schools Foundation.  Skyline students have not only benefited from the addition of SMARTboards to every classroom but also the provision of funds for Robotics, author visits, and walking clubs for all seven elementary buildings.  The Skyline staff values the Foundation and the additional academics, technology, and programs students have the opportunity to participate in with their support.  The TEAM Campaign is a simple way for our staff members to say ‘thank you’ for all that the Foundation gives to our students.” 
The other six schools with full staff participation are Elkhorn Middle School, Hillrise Elementary, Manchester Elementary, Spring Ridge Elementary, Westridge Elementary, and West Dodge Station.   Elkhorn High School contributed the most money with more than $3,400 in donations.  The staff at these schools will be honored for their participation with meals hosted by the Foundation.  
“The Westridge staff has embraced the TEAM campaign over the years because we pride ourselves on helping others. We have received several grants each year from the Foundation, and our building and students benefit in so many other ways from their support.  The entire staff wants to help, so the TEAM campaign is an easy decision for us.  We know the Foundation is here to help us, and we want to help them!” declared Kathy Burney, PE Teacher at Westridge Elementary.

"I donated because I wanted to express my thanks to the Foundation for all the support they provide our schools and students.  I am certain the extra and specialized instruction provided through the reading intervention program funded by the Foundation helped our students reach their goals.  We can’t thank the Foundation enough for believing in our students and making such a difference,” said Spring Ridge Principal, Don Pechous.
Many of the donations are used to help fund classroom grant requests.  Approximately $133,000 in classroom and technology grants was approved this year, and the Foundation is actively seeking support for this program. Classroom grant recipients, outstanding educators, community boosters, volunteers and Elkhorn alumni will be recognized at the Foundation’s upcoming Hall of Fame banquet, which will be held on Sunday, October 21st, at Elkhorn South High School.  If you would like more information about the classroom grant program or the Hall of Fame banquet, please contact the Foundation at 402-289-1727.
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Picture caption- EPS staff members celebrate the 2012 TEAM campaign, which encourages employees to contribute to Foundation programs.

